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TO A 


Member of Parliament, ue to 
the Triſh Forfeitures. 


SIR, 
N Obedience to your Commands I have peruſed the 


1 Ss, as alfo the other Pa ts relatin 


Report 
the Triſh Forfeitures. I obſerve-tho' the Pamphlers 


differ both in their Stile and Deſign, yet they 


in their Valuations, ſo that it is reaſonable to conclude | 


that the Value of the Forfeirures, including the Pri- 
vate Eſtate, does not exceed .500000 J. unleſs thoſe 
Gentlemen who are lately come 13 Ireland ſor that 
purpoſe, give us fatcher light into that Affair, by de- 


livering into Both Houſes a Valuation of the ſeveral 


Eſtates in the manner following; 
The Manner of Dale, ſituate in theC f Cather- 


'logh, formerly the Propriety of Daley . Re- 


ported laſt Year to be worth above 5000 l. per Aunum, 


and Forfeited in Fee, diſcovered this Year:to be worth 
1400 J. per Amn.-and Forfeited only forthe Life of Mr. 
Bred, who is near * ears Old, improvable 300 J. 
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8 
per Aun.-at- the Expiration of Leaſes which will de- 
termine in the ear 1720, this Eſtate yalued in laſt 
Year's Books at above 70000 /. in this not 7000 /. a 
diſtinct Rent-Roll, in this method is the only effectu- 
al way to Juſtify themſelves, and ſilence all Pamphlets. 
I know they will object to this, the diſtance of Places, 
the Rains, and 20 other things, importing an impoſſi- 
bilicy in them, with their utmoſt Application, to have 
perfected a Rent - Roll in this method in ſo ſhort a time; 
but could they not have given you a diſtinct Rent-Roll 
the Province of Linſter, which lies all in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Dublin, and which they have long ſince 
ſurveyed? And from this one might have. made a 
Judzment how the other Parts would have anſwered 
their former Valuation, tho' tis probable the propor- 
tion will not hold. I will put this matter upon a ſhort 
iſſue: Let them in their next Repreſentatien to Both 
Houſes, only give a diſtinct Rent-Roll of two Coun- 
ties, the temoteſt of them not 30 Miles from Dublin, 
and the others not Ten, viz. Catherlogb, value total 
of the Forfeitures in their firſt Report, 95872 J. 24. and 
Wicklow value 353484. 19 5. amounting in the whole 
to 131221 J. 15. now. if the Forfeitures of theſe two 
Counties amount to the 10th: part of, this Sum, they 
may be. in tlie right in all the reſtt. 
It is plain, why theſe Gentlemen are ſo very cauti- 
ous of diſcovering the real Value: For, firſt it will en- 
danger their Reputations, and in the next place their 
"Salaries; which. tis probable they are moſt concerned 
for at this time. They know full well, that if they 
can carry on their Deſigns a Month or two longer, it 
will ſecure them for another Year, and probably to the 
end of the Management; whereas ſhould they at this 
time repreſent Matters fairly, as they ought, tis rea- 
ſonable 


3 
s, Sele a * EL ; 
"foiiable*to believe the Houſe of Commons would en- 
ter upon other methods more to the. advantage of tlie 
Publick, and leſs Oppreſſive to that Country. 
Tis now high time to lay that Spirit, which thoſe 
exceſſive Valuations made by them laſt Year, raiſed; 


etwas this ſet all Ranks of Men a Complaining ; the 


Country Gentlemen thought, and not unjuſtly, that it 
was unreaſonable they ſhould be burthened with Taxes, 
and the Soldiers murmured for want of their Pay, 


while they believed fo ſmall a number of Men ran away 


with ſo vaſt a Sum as 2 or 3 Millions. 


Nor could any thing but the belief of this, have 


occaſioned thoſe Reſolves of the 18th of January 99, 


which flew like wild-fre thro' all the corners of the. 


Kingdom, viz. That the Adviſing, Procuring, and Paſ= 
fing the ſaid Grants, &c. have been the occaſion of con- 
trailing Great Debts. upon the Nation, and laying, heavy 
Taxes upon the People, and that the Adviſing, Procuring, 
and Paſſing the ſaid Grants, is highly reflecting on the King's 


Honour, Had the Report of the Commillioners been 


true, there had been more colours for thoſe Reſolu- 
r AS "ROW „ 
But if the Matter of Fact, as repreſented, be noto- 
riouſly falſe, then moſt certainly the Printing and Pub- 
liſhing that Report, was highly injurious to his Ma- 
jeſty's Reputation. Had they repreſented Matters fair- 
ly, could ever the Houſe of Commons have come to 
the former Reſolves? Could the ſaving of 300000 J 
have prevented the Kingdoms being burthened with 
heavy Taxes? Or could the Adviſing or Paſſing away 


the aforeſaid Sum among: 76 Perſons (vid. par. 34, of 
the firlt Report) be ſo highly reflecting on the King's 
Honour? When the Parliament of England thought 
A 3. I00000-4. 


(64) 

ro οο. a fit Reward for A ſingle Perſon, and d 
*; Forcigner £00... AS 

'You will wonder how I come to fix * a Sum of 
30000 7. That 1 may be the better un erſtood, you 
- muſt know I do not count the Private Eſtate a For- 
feiture, but an Eſtate devolved on the Crown by the 
Abdication: Now ſetting this Eſtate aſide, 1 am fully 


perſwaded that all the Fot feitures which the King gave, 


either upon a Principle of Charity, or to reward Merit 
- (upon a ſuppoſition he had given all away that remain 
..ed after he had reſtored what he did to the Papiſts ) 
does not amount to 3000007. ed 

But this is an injurious Suppoſition to his Majeſty, 
for he did not give all away, and out of thoſe Lands 
which were granted, there was an additional Quit - Rent, 
-of about 4000 J. per Ann. Reſerved to the Crown, 
and made part of the Revenue of Ireland. 

It is reaſonable to believe his Majeſty was miſtaken, 
in the grant he made of the Private Eſtate; for tho 1 
do not. give entire credit to the Account given ot that 
Eſtate, by the Commiſſioners, yet L will readily grant 
: that it far exceeded his Majeſty's Intentions, and the 
very Expectations of he Perſon to whom it was grant- 
ed, Who ma- very well be preſumed to have been 
ignorant of the value of t. Su. 
The Report--of the Commiſſioners laſt Year tells 
you, That the Value of the Forfeitures, including the 

Private Eſtate, amounts to 161000 J. per Ann. That 
the Grantees, in plain Koeln, abuſed the King, and 
«their agents impoſed on them, vid. par. 52. Now if, 


upon a ſtrict Enquiry, they fail in every point, and no- 
thing remains certain, but that the Commiſſioners have 
abus d the Hoſe ef Commaus, by repreſenting * 


650 


G_ have little Credit for the future. 
| wing how intirely you are in his -Majefty's, and 


che preſent Intereſt of your Country, I leave you to 
judge, what Crimes thoſe Gentlemen are guilty of 


who took this handle, maliciouſſy to miſtepreſenr his 


into ſo great Miſtakes by Accident, or Ignorance. 
Tho it be our Diſappointment in the Main, yet 
every one muſt be pleaſed that the King's part in this 


now diſputable, whether his. Mercy to the Iriſh Papiſts, 


or his Bounty to his Friends, be greater, and both, if 
well conſidered, will not be found to exceed their juſt 
Kings to remember 
ent, and conſider that 

ought to Reward as well 


Did we conſider how nach we owe our Uiberties to 
the Bounty, and Liberality of our Kings, and: how the 


Bounds; if we will allow our 
mercy in the midft of Jud 
whoever: will be well fer 
as: Puniſh: 


Power of this Kingdom has c 


with the Lands, we muſt allow that 


Majeſty had tlie leaft deſign u | 
had made uſe! of rhoſt very Lands, and that Army 


- * x 
I 54 


frerimes more thm they were want; theſe Gentlemen 


Majeſty to his People, in order to alicnate their Affe- 
ions from him. Men who were ſo well acquainted 
with the Affairs of that Country, as ſome: of thoſe - 
Commiſſioners were, cannot be preſumed to have fallen 


Affair, ſeems: to be ſet in a much better light. Tis 


hanged hands in confort 
long ſince we had - 
been in a higher degree of Slavery than any of dur 
Neighbours, had not our Kings given their Lands 
away as faſt as they gain d them; and had his Pretenc 
our Liberties, he - 


of Foreigners, which helped to Conquer them to 


(66 : 

But in this, as ĩn all the other Actions of his Life; 
he has ſhew'd himſelf a Protector of Liberty, and a 
Reliever. of the Oppteſſed. By his Mercy to the 

Papiſts, he has given Demonſtration that he is for 
| gaining them by his Bounty, and not for making them 
deſpefate through Poverty or Fear; and by his Libera- 
| liry, and his other numberleſs Condeſcenſions, he has. 
| given us undeniable. Proof that he has no deſigns but 


tor our Good. 100-3443 20; ee en 10700 
Lou tell we that the Truſtees, who are now come 
k to Town, ſtill maintain that the: Forfeitures; rogerher- 
i with the Private Eſtate, and thoſe other Additions 
| made by the late Act, of very valuable Intereſts, which 
were not Forfeited by; the Laws of either Kingdom, 
ü will pay about a Million of Debt. But was their En- 
| -quiry laſt Year what they will pay? Or, .what they 
| were worth? What they will pay, depends upon the 
Credit of the Nation; and the lewer our Credit is, 
the greater Debt thoſe Lands will pax. 
b _ If they mean ſuch Payments as Bankrupts make, 

. they may very well pay a Million of Debt, and yet not 
Se worth half a Million; but ſurely the Adviſing ſuch 


( a Payment as this, would be highly injurious: both to 
i is Majeſty's, and the Nation's Honour. You have 
{ already pay:d.the Foreigners who were in your Service, 
| and would you not pay your own Country-men? You 


[ make it. a Caſe, of Conſcience to reduce the Intereſt of 
| the publick Debts to Five or Six per Cent. and will you 
| make Conſcience firſt to allow the Soldiers no Intereſt 
for the time paſt, and in the next place put a neceſſity 
{ upon him to take half of his ting fag 1 015 

Has not your Army ſupported the Reputation of 
their Country in the Field, and gained a new Reputa- 


tion 


(7) 

tion of ſuffering the laſt Extremities for want of 
their Pay, in a cauſe wherein they thought the Re- 
ligion, Safety and Honour of tlieir Country concer- 
ned Did they ever refuſe to march for want of their 

Pay, as other Nations did? Or did they ſo much as 
murmur, till they were perſuaded by the Report of 
the Commiſſioners, that his Majeſty might have 
Fw near three millions of the publick Debts, had 
he not miſapplied thoſe Forfeitures? 

It was pleaſant enough laſt Year, to ſee ſome 
Country-Gentlemen's Levees crowded with Red- 
coats, and to have them all go away tickled with 
the general Complement, Genr/emen, you ſhall all be 
paid with Lands in Ireland. He was a bold Man, in 
thoſe days, who durſt oppoſe the Bill of Reſumpri- 
ons in any publick place; but now thoſe very Gen- 
tlemen begin to ſmell a Rat. You ſhall ' ſee them 
walking about ſcratching their Heads, perhaps in 
that very place where they receiveda Wound in Tre— 
land, praying heartily for thoſe who contrived this 
kind of Payment for them. 

Sir, be not perſwaded by theſe Gentlemen to pay 
your Army in this manner, at a time too when you 
may have further Occaſion for them. Is it ſtrange 
to ſee Men who ſo heartily, by their Pamphlets, con- 
tributed to thè breaking of the Army, combine in 
the cheating of them? For ſhame reject all Propoſals 
of this kind with ſcorn, and let not thoſe Gentle- 
men, in any degree, wipe themſelves clean, by 
Sullying You. Inform your ſelves of the real Value 


of thele Forfeitures, When the Value per Annum ap- 


pears, according to the ſeveral Intereſts the 1 
„ B , 4 as 
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(8) 
has in them, it will be eaſy to know how much they 
are worth, and conſequently what they will honeff- 
ly pay. An Enquiry of this nature is a piece of Ju- 
ſtice owing both to the King and People, the late. 
Houſe of Commons, and your ſelves. | 
If the Kingdom be ſo in Debt that fome Perſons. 
mult be loſers, why ſhould not thoſe who have re- 
ceived Seven or Eight per Cent. for their Money, 
and ſome a Premium, come in for a Share of the Loſs? 
Have not the Soldiers lent their Pay, and lain long. 
out of it without Intereſt; Would you conſent to 
pay them now at the rate of Ten Shillings in the. 
Pound, or under? Conſider, that paying theſe Gen- 
tlemen will not impoveriſh the Nation; tis but 
changing the Money from one hand to another, and 
if we ſpare a little Lace from our Liveries to patch 
theſe Gentlemens Coats, it will be well beſtowed. 
It is now no longer a Myſtery why ſome of theſe 
poor Gentlemen ſell their Debentures at 50 J. per 
Cent. diſcount, if they are to be paid with Lands in 
Ireland at 26 Years Purchaſe, as the Uiew of the 
Reports moſt juſtly obſerves. If you ſettle a Rea- 
ſonable Intereſt, and Vote to make good the Defici- 
encies of this Fund, the Debentures will ſtill reco- 
ver their Credit, and this will in no manner. hinder- 
the Sale of the Forfeitures for what they are bong Fi- 
de worth, but rather increaſe the number of Bidders: 
For, as matters ſtand now, no Perſon can buy with 
ready Money; but if the Debentures were made to 
bear ſome proportion with ready Money, the Gen- 
tlemen of that Country would come in and bid hear- 
tily for parcels of Land which lye convenient for 
them. Since 


(9) 

Since you allow me the freedom to write to you, 
T hope you will pardon me, if I take the Liberty 
to tell you, that it will look very partial, after you 

have received Petitions relating to the Engliſh Grants, 

to per'iſt in denying to receive the Iriſh Petitions 
unleſs you ſuppoſe that you underſtand their Grie- 
vances better than your own. Such a procedure as 
latt Years, is to be hoped will never be drawn into 
precedent. For no Man was ever yet ſatisfied with 

a judgment againſt him, when he was denied the 

common fayour of being Heard. 

[f a River be to be made Navigable, which all 
Men will allow to be a publick Good, yet do you 
ever refuſe to hear a ſingle Perſon, who pretends 
that he may receive a particular Prejudice by it 2 Was 
ever any Man's Petition refuſed to be received, un- 
leſs he had fer his Foot on Jriſb Ground? Was ever 
any of your Plantations treated after the ſame man- 
ner? If the Petitions were ſo very numerous, that 
you were frighted at the Proſpect of them, it was a 
reaſon againſt the Bill. | 
Cromwell, when he reduced Ireland, altered their 
Conſtitution ſo far that he allowed them no Parlia- 
ment of their own, and Governed with a high Hand: 
Yet he found it reaſonable, that ſo conſiderable a Bo- 
dy of Men ſhould be Repreſented! and therefore al- 
lowed them to ſend a certain number of Members 
to the Parliament of England. Notwithſtanding 
this, we never hear, during his Uſurpation, that the 
Parliament of England deny d to receive their Peti- 
tions. But to diſpoſe of their Properties where they 
have no Repreſentatives, and yet to deny them the 


— 
— — 


2 - Liberty 


(10) 
Liberty of Petitioning, ſeems very hard, and puts 
that Country upon a worſe foot of Liberty than any 
Country in Chriſtendom, and 'tis much the ſame thing 
ro him that carries the Chains what Hand puts 
them on. | - 
Tis not only the Law of the Land, but the Law 
of Nature, that all Subjects have a Right to Petiti- 
on; and this ſurely will be allowed me, that if e- 
ver Subjects have a Right to Petition the Houſe of 
Commons, which is part of our Legiſlature, it is 
when they apprehend themſelves affected by a Mo- 
ney Bill, the Houſe of Commons claiming the whole - 
Right of framing it ; which appeared very plain by 
the management of the Conferences laſt Seſſion, the 
Houſe of Lords were not allowed to make any A- 
mendments, and the Neceſſities of the Publick did 
ſo much require the Money, that the King could 
hardly be ſaid to have a Negative. | 
Had the Act laſt Year, been barely an Act to re- 
ſume the Intereſts of the Forfeiting Perſons, and had 
kept ſtrictly to that of Veſting in the Truſtees ſuch 
Right only as the Forfeiting Perſon had at the time 
of the Treaſon, or after the denying to receive Pe- 
titions, had appeared more reaſonable: But your 
Act does not ſtop here; in ſome Caſes it has a Re- 
troſpect; it makes void Voluntary Settlements made 
j ſeveral Years before the 13th of February 88. from 
1 which time we date the commencement of the War; 
as if the Papiſts of Ireland had contrived his pre- 
N ſent Majeſty's coming over with deſign only that 
| they might have had an opportunity to oppoſe him, 
I it veſts remainders expectant upon Eſtates Tail in the 
TY Truſtees. 


6 FLY 


Truſtees, tho the Perſons in whom thoſe Remain: 
ders were veſted, had been in Derry the whole 
Siege; nay, tho they were ſuch Remainders, as 


Tenant in Tail could not Barr. In ſome Caſes yout 
Act has diveſted Article-men of Eſtates, they were 
in actual Poſſeſſion of at the time of making the 
Articles. Others are turn'd out of Poſſeſſion of 
Eſtates they had actually recovered from the King 
by a Prior Title, and conſequently your Act makes 
void all Marriage Settlements, and other Legal 
Acts done by ſuch Recoveries, before the Paſſing of 
your Act. Batgains are made void where neither 
Party was forfeiting ; as where a Mortgage upon a 
forfeited Eſtate is Aſſign'd over for leſs than is real- 
ly owing, in this Caſe the Aſſignee of the Mort- 
gage mult content himſelf with the ſame Sum he 
paid for it. Now, pray; if the forfeiting Perſoh 
could by no Act of his affect this Mortgage, how 
comes the Publick to have a Title to the benefit of 
this Bargain, more than to all the other beneficial 
Bargains throughout the Kingdom? Why are not 
all beneficial Leafes made upon ſuch Eſtates made 
void, upon Repayment of the Fine? And why are 
not Remainders expectant upon Eſtates for Life 
veſted in the Truſtees, if we are only to conſider 
how to increaſe the Fund, and leave Right and Wrong 
intirely out of the Cale ? 

Lou have now before you a Bill to reſume the 
Engliſb Grants, if it Paſs with ſuch ſevere Clauſes, 
as are to be found in the 7riſh Act, it will, in forme 
meaſure, juſtify the Procedure of laſt Year, and 
* giye us ſome rcaſon to think that the preſent Ne- 
1 cellirics 


— 


ceſſities of the Publick required this Severity; but 


if you either let this Bill fall, or Paſs it with proper 
Savings for ſuch hard Caſes as are ſo much complain d 


of in Ireland. all Mankind muſt conclude you have 


dreſſed up a Diſh for the /riſh, which no other Sto- 
mach could digeſt. 

I will only beg leave to take notice of one thing 
more, and that is the ill Treatment the Proteſtants 


of that Country meet with in Both Reports. Is 


there any Rank of men who have not taſted the 
Venom of their Pen? In the 92h par. of their firſt 
7 2a they make it a Queſtion, Whether his Ma- 


jeſty's Commiſſion, under the Great Seal, to the 


Judges, did give them any Legal Authority to Sum- 
mon the People, &c. In. the 10th par. of the ſame 
Report, in order to caſt a Reflection upon the No- 
"bility, they Excuſe the Commonalty : They there 
. obſerve a backwardneſs in the People of that Kingdom 
to give any Information, which.in their humble Opi- 
nion does not proceed from any diſlike of the buſineſs of 
their Commiſſion, or Diſobedience to the Authority that 
ſent them, but for fear of the Grantees, and the Per- 
ſous in Power, whoſe Diſpleaſure in that Kingdom is 
not eaſily born. Now, what Reflection does this caſt 


not only upon the Grantees, but upon the Govern- 


ment, and every Man in Power? No Reflection 
ſure was ever more unjuſt than this, for had the 
Great men given the leaſt Countenance to the Com- 
monalty, tho the Air of that Country be counted 
temperate, yet it had proved too hot for them. 
In the 20% par. having a particular regard to the 
Good of that Country, they tell you that he Fees. 


of 


(13) 

of that Court, meaning the former Court of Claims, 
was ſo extravagant, &c. when 'tis certain their Com- 
miſſion has brought five times a greater Expence up- 
on that Kingdom. It were endleſs to inſert the ſe- 
veral Preſſures that Country lies under, I will only 
inſtance one: You know the Truſtees Poſt, what 
Cauſes they pleaſe to be heard, and one would ima- 
gine they would Poſt none but ſuch as they were 
prepared for; notwithſtanding when the Claimant 
appears at the day with his Witneſſes, which he 


brought to Town at a very great Expence, ſome- 


times upon a Motion from the Bench, at other times 


by Motion from their Counſel, but it is ſufficient if 
any of their Under-Clerks whiſper that they are not 
ready, the Cauſe is pur off, and ſometimes withour 


Day, or at a very remote one. But the greateſt 


Grievance of all is, that no Man is yet Maſtcr ofhis- 


Decree, tho' they tell you in their laſt Report, that 
they have determined 800 Claims: Therefore what 
they ſay in the 21/? par. may with great Juſtice be 
ſaid here; That this Court of Claims is almoſt uni ver- 


all 5 Complained of , and we fear with too much reaſon. 
In general it ſeems to us that there have been great 


Miſcarriages in- this Court, and that in many Caſes the 


Articles of Limerick and Gallway are infringed, con- 


trary to the expreſs Words of the Act. 


The Judges of the Ordinary Courts of Juſtice in 
that Kingdom are not only. Accuſed of Arbitrary, 


and Illegal Proceedings, but in the 77h. par. Ile 


Right Honourable the Lord Chief Juſtice Hely, Lord 


Chief Juſtice of the Court of Common-Pleas, Pur- 
chaſer of Lands within ſix Miles of Dublin, is ſaid (4 
e 
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Te now cutting .down the very ornamental Groves about 


the Manſion. Honſe of Feltrim., From their own Words 


it appears, that this Eſtate lies within ſix Miles of 


Dublin, where they might eaſily have gone and been 


| themſelves witneſſes of this Fact; but if it appears 


that this Fact is notoriouſly falſe, and if not one of 
the ornamental Trees be cut down, what credit can 
theſe Men have for the future? Or what Conſtructi- 
on can be put upon ſuch a Repreſentation, but that 
ſome deſigning Gentleman hoped to Succeed him: 
This muſt be the Reaſon, ſince we know that in 
another cafe, they did not think fit to repreſent. 
that another Gentle nen who was no Judge, cut 
down Weods to th: value of 50001. tho Affidavit 

was made of it. | 


Another Inſtance of the inſincerity of the Repre- 
ſentations they have given us in the 87th par. of 
their firſt Report, relating to the Honourable Thomas 
Brodrick, who, they ſay, govern'd the Cants, took 
vaſt quantities of Lands, and Let them afterwards to 
Under-Tenants at greater Rents ; which (ſay they) rs 
the more obſervable in him, who was then a privy Coun- 
cellor, and Appointed by the Lord Capell to inſpect the 
Cants, having been informed they were managed much to 
his Majeſty's diſadvantage. 


The Accouut which Mr. Brodrick gave the Com- 
miſſioners, upon Oath, and deliyered to ſeveral 
Members of Parliament laſt Year, was this: The 
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that that Commiſſion had brought the King in De 
refolved to put the management of them into the 
hands of the Commiſſioners of the Revenue, The 
way of Selling thoſe Lands being by Auction, or 
Cant, and the Lord Capell being informed that 
mea es werd concerted by ſome People who had 
mae dvantages of thoſe Lands, to beat down 
the Vaiue of them, and to bring a Reflection upon 
the Advice by which that Commiſſion was broken, 
communicate: che matter to Mr. Brodrick, and ear- 
neſtly intreated him to be preſent at the Cants, in 
order to defeat the deſign, and keep up the Lands 
to the real Value Mr. Brodric”, after being preſent l 
one day, being informed that he had dilobliged 4 
many Perſons by his rziling the Auction, reſolved | 
to ingage no more in that undertaking, till the Lord | 
Capeit preſſed him hard to it, telling him, that his 
Honour was at Stake and that hc thould not be 
able, without his aſſiſtance, to defeat the deſign 
formed againſt him: The efiect of Mr. Brodrick's | 
Bidding was, that the Lands were generally raiſed 1 
to double the Rent they yielded before, and it ſeems \ 
very hard that they ſhould repreſent him guilty = | 
of Breach of Truſt out of regard to his particular J 
gain, when he declared upon his Oath, that this lt 
was the truth of that Affair and that he was no 5 
gainer by the Lands he took. This Report will = 
not be wondered at by any, who know what envy [| 
ſome of thoſe Commiſſioners bore his Family, 
by reaſon of the Intereſt they were thought to 
have in the Government . And it muſt be no tmall | 
Satisfaction to them to conſider, that tho' Some of 
| 2 thoſe 
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thoſe Commiſſioners managed, as if one of their 
principal deſigns vas tO PICK up matters of Ac- 
culation againſt them; yer have they not been 
able (notwithſtanding the part they had in 
the management of Affairs, and the Forſeicures 
particularly) to ſhew that they were guilty of any 
indirect dealing, or made one Farthing advantage 
ok thoſe forfeited Eſtates. Alittie time will ſhow 


whether the ſame may be ſaid of other Mana- 
gers. 
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But aſperſing that Kingdom by parcels would 
not do their Buſineſs ; for notwithſtanding this 
the People of Hngland might ſtill have retain- 
cd a good Opinion of the Body of the Peo- 
ple; therefore in the 78th par. they take them 
in by whole-Sale, where they ſay, And in- 
deed it does appear to. us, \ that the Freeholcers 
of this Kingdom through length of time, and by 
Contracting new Friendſhip with the Triſh, or by 
jnterpurchaſing with one another, but chiefjy 
i . through, a general diſlike of the diſpoſition of the 
|  Porfeitures, are ſcarcely willing to find any Per- 
{| ſons ' Guilty of the late Rebellion, even upon full 


* Fridence. 
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Suppoſing this Fact to be true, it is worth 
while to inquire into the Cauſes, and Commence- 
ment of this Change. They tell you, that it 
procceds chiefly through a general diſiite of the 
Diſpoſition of the Forfeitures. CT hy. 


Men- 


624) 

Men, who can ſay this, can certainly ſa“ 
any thing. Have not the Gentry of that King- 
dom bought under their Titles2 Have not the 
Grantces let the Lands to Proteſtants: And did 
not they like their Titles fo well, that they have 
improved to that degree that in the Second 7e- 
port the Truſtees tell you, That 75 the Account 
of their Improvements they deſerved the utmoſt fa- 
vour they could ſhew them? If this be ſo, then 
this change muſt proceed from ſome other Cauſe. 


From what time can we datetheſe New Friend- 
ſhips ? Tis certainly of no old date; in the 4th 
par. of their firſt Report they tell you, That the 
Subcommiſſioners ated vigorouſly, and made 
Returns of great quantities of Forfeitures. Theſe 
Men were not Popiſhly affected. Tis not long 
ſince the Proteſtants of that Country made a Law 
againſt Intermarry ing with Papiſts, and another to 
confirm all their Out-Lawries; another to Diſarm, 
and Diſmount them. Now ſuppoſing aſter all, 
that the Commiſſioners of the Forfeitures, and 5 
the Truſtees going into this Country, occaſioned | 
this great change in the Minds of theſe Pco- ! 
plc, I am afraid we ſhall be but little gainers I! 
by them in the end. 


If it be the Intereſt ot the Papiſts to diſunite us, 4 
and to make England jealous of the Affections of 
the Proteſtants of Ireland, and to give thoſe Peo- 

ple juſt reaſon to Complain of the Hardſhips they 

meet with from us, we may truly fay,that the 255 

thors 


fit to leave any thing to the 
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thors of theſe Reports are Popiſhly affected, and 
are acting vigoroully in their Intereſts. 


It may be Objected, That the Second Report is 


not ſo very diſobliging. I leave you to judge. They 


tell you par. 19:4. That * have not yet thought 
etermination of the Peo- 
ple of that Country, The meaning of which Words 
is no more nor leſs than this: Ming, Lords and 
Commons, We the Truſtees Appointed by Act of Par- 
liamcnt, &c. do Acquaint you, that it is our bumble 
Opinion, that there is not an honeſt Jury to be found 
in the Kingdom of Treland ; Therefore in favour to us, 
who are the only Men fit to be truſted, Suſpend all the 
Laws of that Country till the Expiration of our Com- 


_ miſſion. 


Men, who can utter ſuch Doctrines as this 
againſt a whole Kingdom, and thereon graft a 


. deſire that more Power may be lodged in them- 
ſelves, muſt. have a good allay of Braſs in their 


Compoſition. Were the Kingdom of Ireland 


generally deprayed in their Manners, it were 


no diſcreet part to tell them ſo, for while one 
Man thinks the other honeſt, there is no great 


danger in them, tho they be both Rogues. 


It is the Confidence that ill Men have in ene 
another, which makes them capable of enterpri- 


ſing any thing dangerous. Now, however con- 


ſcious particular Men were of their own Crimes 
in Ireland, yer I dare ſay, they bad a better 


Opinion 
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Opinion of their Neighbours, till the Trulleds 
mad the fatal 289852 18 


If chere be any thing to be inferred from what 
they ſay here, it ought to be weil conſidered, 
whether it be the intereſt of Exgland to proſecute 
an Affair ſo intirely diſagreable to all Ranks of 
Men in that Kingdom, and -unites Proteſtant, and 
Papiſt, in acting contrary to What is thought the 
preſent Intereſt of Ergland.” 


Sir, the many hardſhips the People of that 
Country labour under, both from the nature of the 
AR, and from tlie Exectifioners, are very fir 
Obiects of your Conſideration: Is it fir” to give up 
a Kingdom to the Calumnies and Alperflots of a 
few Mz n, whoſe Names were ſcatce known the 
-other Day ? Would private Gentlemen take Af- 
fronts of this. nature from one another”? Or would 
they have out lived thoſe Calumnies in another 
Country ? Has not your Act, tho very dilagre- 
able in its nature, met with all the ready 
compliance imaginable 2 Conſider whether you 
may not fo over load the Als that it may grow 
reſt y ? 


Whoever would ſcriouſly reflect on the Be- 
haviour and Conduct of the Proteſtants of Vreland, 
during the late War, would ſurely uſe them 
better. Conſider how carly they embarqued in 
the common intereſt ; How they regimented 
themſelves, and how long they ſerved without 
D Pay; 
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i" Pay; How they maintained Derry, when it was 
it deſigned to be given up by it's: Governor, and 
when it was thought not tenable, by thoſe we ſent 
to it's relief; How they fought at Junistillin, 
and how well their Militia Served; So that 
they are now become as good a Proof as any 
in a late Pamphlet, that a Militia may be uſe- 
ful. Conſider their Numbers and Strength, and 
then Judge whether it is fit to give up ſo con- 
ſiderable a Body of Men (who may yet prove 
very uſeful to us) to the malice and. deſigns of 
a few? | 


J am afraid I have exceeded the juſt bounds: 
of a Letter, therefore I will conclude with this. 
hearty Prayer: That God in his infinite Mer- 
cy, would direct your Conſultations to the Ad- 
vancement of his Glory, the Good of his Church, 
the Honour of his Sacred Majeſty, and Safe- 
ty and Welfare of theſe Kingdoms. | 


